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Senate
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, ADM Barry C. Black, 
offered the following prayer: 

Lord of the universe, Your power 
makes the oceans rise, and we rely on 
Your strength to live abundantly. 
Thank You, Lord, for the many oppor-
tunities You send us each day to do 
good. Do in and through us what we 
can never accomplish in our own 
strength. Use us to remove walls of 
suspicion, division, and hate, and to 
build bridges of trust, unity, and un-
derstanding throughout our world. 

May we remember not to fear dis-
appointments and setbacks because 
You promised that nothing can sepa-
rate us from Your love. We pray this in 
Your strong name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today the 
Senate will continue to work through 
the appropriations process by begin-
ning consideration of H.R. 2658, the De-
partment of Defense appropriations 
bill. Last week the Senate was able to 
complete the military construction ap-
propriations bill and the legislative 
branch appropriations bill. The hard 
work of Chairman STEVENS, Senator 
CAMPBELL, Senator HUTCHISON, and the 

Democratic leader enabled us to work 
swiftly on those measures. 

We are expected to continue this 
work by completing action on several 
more appropriations measures this 
week. Two additional bills are ready 
for action. They are the Homeland Se-
curity bill and the Labor-HHS-Edu-
cation bill. 

With respect to the Defense appro-
priations bill today, the two managers 
will be here throughout the afternoon 
and, therefore, Senators should be pre-
pared to come to the floor to offer their 
amendments. Any votes ordered on 
those amendments will be stacked to 
begin at approximately 5:15 or 5:30. If 
an amendment is not available for a 
vote at that time, it would be my in-
tent to have a vote on an executive 
nomination. Later this afternoon we 
will announce the precise time and sub-
ject of today’s vote. We will have busy 
sessions this week to complete the bills 
I have previously mentioned. There-
fore, rollcall votes can be expected 
each day. 

I also want to take a moment this 
afternoon to thank Chairman LUGAR 
for his hard work and diligence 
throughout last week’s consideration 
of the State Department authorization. 
I had hoped that the bill could have 
been completed last week. However, a 
number of extraneous issues not re-
lated to the underlying subject slowed 
the bill’s passage. It is important and 
it is appropriate for the Senate to pass 
a State Department authorization as 
well as foreign aid authorization. 
Every Member does have a right to 
amend, but I would encourage Members 
to show restraint and allow the Senate 
to complete its work on this measure. 
There will be other opportunities for 
these nongermane amendments, and I 
hope we will be able to resume the bill 
for amendments that relate to the 
issues of the Department of State and 
foreign aid. 

On Thursday of this week, Prime 
Minister Tony Blair will be addressing 

a joint meeting of Congress in the 
afternoon. We will have further infor-
mation and announcements about that 
as the week goes forward. I look for-
ward to a productive week, a very busy 
week, and do believe we will make tre-
mendous progress in terms of advanc-
ing these appropriations bills. 

Mr. REID. If the distinguished major-
ity leader is finished, I would like to 
ask a couple questions. 

When we complete the work on the 
Defense bill, which hopefully will be 
this week—I am sure the leader wants 
it earlier rather than later—do you 
have an idea yet what bill we will go to 
after that? 

Mr. FRIST. We intend to go to either 
Homeland Security or Labor-HHS. I 
will turn to the distinguished chairman 
either now or in a few minutes to com-
ment on that as we go forward. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). The Senator from Alaska. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, we are 
ready to go on either bill. We are try-
ing to assure the presence of the rank-
ing members and chairmen of those 
subcommittees. I prefer to give you 
that information later today if I may. 

Mr. REID. The second question or 
statement is that Senator BYRD and 
others have no problem going forward 
on this bill today. We would just ask 
that there be no agreements on time 
until that is cleared with this side. 
Agreements on time and things of that 
nature, we would like to be advised if 
there are time agreements that are 
needed. We would be happy to be coop-
erative, but we would at least like to 
know about that. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I yield to 
the chairman. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, we 
know of only two amendments so far 
that may come toward this bill. We 
would encourage Members to come for-
ward and tell us if they are going to 
offer amendments. It would be our hope 
that we could proceed with this bill in 
a fashion that we could come to a final 
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